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Stage 1 
PERM 

(DOL) 

Processing Time: 4-6 months 

If Audited: 8-9 months 
(as of 01/2022) 

(Preliminary Requirements) 
Prevailing Wage Request (PWR) & 

Recruitment to test the US Market (DOL) 
180 days on average 

PWR Processing Time:  
7-9 months 
(as of 01/2022) 

Min. Recruitment time  
(Active Recruitment & Quiet Period):  

60 days, could take longer 

Stage 2 
I-140 

(USCIS) 

Stage 3 
I-485 

(USCIS) 

Regular Processing Time:   
6-8 MONTH months 
Premium Processing Time:  
15 days 

Can only be filed when the Priority Date  
is Current. Priority Date is the date the  
PERM is filed. 

Defining Job Requirements &  
Collecting VOEs (60 days) 


